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What Is the Significance of the Seven 
Thunders in Revelation 10:1-7? 


Sixbert SANGWA - May 05, 2024 


In the profound and symbolic Book of Revelation, the enigmatic seven thunders present an intriguing question: 
what do they signify? Within the tenth chapter, verses one to seven, an episode unfolds featuring a potent 
angel and a mysterious scroll. The angel's call resonates with the force of a lion's roar, triggering the seven 
thunders to voice their message. However, before the Apostle John can document their words, a heavenly 
command instructs him to conceal their utterance, leaving their content forever unrecorded in the sacred text 


(Revelation 10:4). 


The Context and Imagery of the Seven Thunders 
The seven thunders occur during a pause between the sixth and seventh trumpet calls, which are part of the 
series of apocalyptic events described in Revelation. Unlike ordinary thunder, these thunders are voices 
conveying a divine message. While the number seven symbolizes "completion, perfection, and divine 
intervention"; in biblical language, the term "thunder" is often associated with judgment. For instance: 
¢ | Samuel! 2:10: "The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; against them he will thunder in 
heaven." 


e 2 Samue! 22:14: "The LORD thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered his voice." 


In other sections of Revelation, such as 8:5, 11:19, and 16:18, thunder similarly signifies God's impending 


judgment. 


Thunder as the Voice of God 

The thunder in the Bible frequently symbolizes the voice of God, as seen in Psalm 18:13, which states, "The 
LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded." The thundering voice denotes God's 
majesty and power. This interpretation is reinforced in Revelation 4:5, where thunder is connected with the 
presence of God: "From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder." These 
manifestations are associated with the seven spirits of God, further emphasizing the divine origin of the 


thunders in Revelation 10. 


The Sealed Message of the Seven Thunders 
John's instruction to seal the words of the seven thunders indicates that their message is not for human 
knowledge. While the Bible does not provide a reason for this secrecy, it could imply that the contents were too 


dreadful for humanity or that their revelation was reserved for a specific time beyond human comprehension. 


The Unrevealed Judgment 

The seven thunders stand out in the Book of Revelation as the only sealed message, a divine secret withheld 
from humanity. Their precise nature and the details of the judgment they proclaim remain a mystery. The sealed 
thunders serve as a reminder of the limits of human understanding in the face of divine knowledge and God's 


ultimate authority over the revelation of future events. 


Conclusion 

The seven thunders in Revelation 10:1-7 are a powerful symbol of God's voice and impending judgment. Their 
sealed message signifies the mysteries of divine will that remain beyond human understanding. As students of 
the Bible, we can only acknowledge the sovereignty of God in choosing what to reveal and what to conceal, 
trusting in His wisdom and the unfolding of His ultimate plan for creation. Ultimately, the message of the seven 


thunders hides the secrets of what God will do to complete judgement of His enemies in His perfect justice. 
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